
April 2017  

 

Important Dates: 
 

Â Loaves & Fish (serving meals) 

 Saturday, April 8
th

  
 

Â Palm Sunday ̙  April 9
th

 
 

Â Worship Patterns Meeting  

 Sunday, April 9
th

, 12:15 pm 
 

Â Maundy Thursday Service  

 April 13
th

, 7:00 pm 
 

Â Good Friday Service 

 April 14
th

, 7:00 pm 
 

Â Easter Sunday ̙  April 16
th

 

8:15, 9:45 & 11:15 Services 
 

Â Fellowship Trivia Night 

 Friday, April 21
st
, 7:00 pm 

 

Â Mike & Marje go to Israel  

 April 27
th

  ̙May 11
th 

 
 

Â Ƌ±Ɩ̃ȡ Great Banquet 

 April 27
th

  ̙30
th

  
 

Â ʝƶƌ±Ɩ̃ȡ Great Banquet 

 May 4
th

  ̙7
th

  
 

Â Kairos Weekend ̙  May 4
th

  ̙7
th

  
 

Â Youth Sunday  ̙May 21
st
 

 

Â Rummage Sale 

 May 28
th

 - June 3
rd

 
 

Â Vacation Bible School 

 June 12
th

 - 16
th 

 

Â High School Mission Trip 

June 18
th 

 ̙24
th

  
 

Â Middle School Mission Trip 

 July 24
th 

 ̙28
th

  
 

 
Miss a sermon? Listen online: 

www.northminster.us/worship/

messages 

Have you ever had a story that you just had to tell̚the kind that simply bears 

repeating? I look back over my life and some of the stories that come to mind include 

ʞĜȺƖ±ȡȡĜƖô " ȉƶbb±ȉʲ ̄ô±Ⱥ-"ʞ"ʲˮ̅ ȡɔȉʘĜʘĜƖô " ƌƶɔƖȺ"ĜƖ ƌƶƖȡƶƶƖ ƶƖ ƌʲ ĊƶƖ±ʲƌƶƶƖˮ 

going on a West Coast trip with Matt, and skydiving with John. These are the kind of 

stories families seem to bring up time and time again when they gather to reminisce. 

ȹĊ±ʲ b±lƶƌ± Ǻ"ȉȺ ƶí ȺĊ± í"ƌĜŴʲ̃ȡ ȡĊ"ȉ±| Ĝ|±ƖȺĜȺʲ˱ Ȉ±Ⱥ±ŴŴĜƖô ȺĊ± ȡȺƶȉĜ±ȡ ȉ±ɔƖĜȺ±ȡ "Ɩ| 

strengthens bonds.  

 

The author of the book Out of Africaˮ ƶƖl± ʞȉƶȺ±ˮ ̄ȹƶ b± " Ǻ±ȉȡƶƖ Ĝȡ Ⱥƶ Ċ"ʘ± " ȡȺƶȉʲ Ⱥƶ 

Ⱥ±ŴŴ˱̅ ʝĊ±ȺĊ±ȉ ʞ±̃ȉ± Ɩ"Ⱥɔȉ"ŴŴʲ ôƶƶ| ȡȺƶȉʲ Ⱥ±ŴŴ±ȉȡ ƶȉ ƖƶȺˮ ȉ±"ŴŴʲ ĜȡƖ̃Ⱥ ȺĊ± ȅɔ±ȡȺĜƶƖ˱ aʲ 

being alive, we are each the main character in a story, and each of our stories is made 

up of hundreds if not thousands of sub stories. This morning I ate eggs, bacon, and 

hash browns that my son Matt made for Vicky and me. This micro-story probably has 

little or no interest to people outside my home, but to me there are many layers to it 

that bring a smile to my face.  

 

There are other stories, however, that must be retold. They are simply too powerful 

and good and life -ôĜʘĜƖô Ⱥƶ b± Ŧ±ǺȺ Ⱥƶ ƶƖ±̃ȡ ȡ±Ŵí˱ ȹĊ± Ǻƶʞ±ȉ ȺĊ±ʲ Ǻƶȡȡ±ȡȡ l"Ɩ b± 

extensive. More than just encouraging one person, these stories can shape 

communities and whole nations̚think Washington crossing the Delaware and Rosa 

Parks refusing to give up her seat on a bus.  

 

One story that stands above all other stories is the biblical account of the resurrection 

of Jesus. You would expect a lead article in a church newsletter to declare nothing 

less, but any temptation to set aside this assertion as hyperbole or as no longer 

relevant could not be more misguided and comes with huge risk. It is the story of the 

all-powerful, holy God taking the form of a human, serving the people he created, 

even to the point of enduring torturous suffering and a horrific form of capital 

punishment. The death of the Holy was the door to life for the ungodly, a title which 

unfortunately applies universally to all humans. Yet that is the good news. In Easter, 

Jesus saves us from ourselves! Once I was lost, now I am found! Amazing grace̚how 

sweet the sound! 

 

ěȺ̃ȡ " ȡȺƶȉʲ ʞƶȉȺĊ Ⱥ±ŴŴĜƖô˯ ĜȺ̃ȡ ȹĉ° ȡȺƶȉʲ ʞƶȉȺĊ Ⱥ±ŴŴĜƖô˱ !Ɩ| Ⱥ±ŴŴĜƖô˱ !Ɩ| Ⱥ±ŴŴĜƖô˱ !Ɩ| 

telling. When was the last time you told the story? Who around you needs to hear it? 

Who do you know who has never heard the story before? Who needs to hear it again 

˲ "Ɩ| "ô"ĜƖ˵ ȹƶ|"ʲ ȺĊ±ȉ± "ȉ± "ŴŴ ŦĜƖ|ȡ ƶí ȡȺƶȉĜ±ȡ lĜȉlɔŴ"ȺĜƖô̚Russian hacking, 

congressional missteps, presidential tweets, Emma Watson autotuning, etc. etc. The 

story of the 2016 U.S. elections will eventually find its way into history books, but the 

ȡȺƶȉʲ ƶí °"ȡȺ±ȉ ȡ±±Ŧȡ Ⱥƶ íĜƖ| ĜȺȡ ʞ"ʲ ĜƖȺƶ Ǻ±ƶǺŴ±̃ȡ Ċ±"ȉȺȡ ȡƶ ȺĊ"Ⱥ ȺĊ±ʲ ʞƶɔŴ| íĜƖ| ȺĊ±Ĝȉ 

way into a life-giving and life -transforming relationship with the living God.  

 

The Greatest Story Worth Telling 

continued on next page 
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Give a good gift to yourself and to the people whom God 

has placed in your path this April. Tell the story of Easter. Let 

your kids tell it to you. Let your kids see you tell it to 

someone. If you need a refresher, you can read it again for 

yourself in Matthew 26:47-28:20; Mark 14:43-16:8; Luke 

22:47-24-49; and John 18:1-20:31. The Apostle Paul 

summed up the Greatest Story Worth Telling this way:  

 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ 

died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a 

righteous person̚though perhaps for a good 

person one would dare even to die̚but God shows 

his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now 

been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 

saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we 

were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 

death of his Son, much more, now that we are 

reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than 

that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have now received 

reconciliation. (Romans 5:6-11)  

 

ě̃| Ŵƶʘ± Ⱥƶ Ċ±"ȉ ȺĊ± ȡȺƶȉĜ±ȡ ƶí ʲƶɔ ȡĊ"ȉĜƖô 

THE story this Easter season. I look 

forward to receiving your emails and 

phone calls! 

 

continued from previous page... 

The Body of Christ 
By Mike Shirey, Associate Pastor 

12For just as the body is one and has 

many members, and all the members of 

the body, though many, are one body, so 

it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body --  Jews 

or Greeks, slaves or free--  and all were made to drink of one 

Spirit. 14For the body does not consist of one member but of 

many. (1 Corinthians 12:12-14 ESV) 

 

One early description of the community of Jesus-followers 

was the Body of Christ. The Apostle Paul explained what this 

teaches us about how we, the Church, exist and function 

together. Understanding what it means to be the Body of 

Christ requires us to hold opposite ideas in tension. The 

Body of Christ is both one and many. It is one body made 

up of many members. Each individual member is important 

to the health and functioning of the one body.  

 

The expression of the Body of Christ that we call 

Northminster has come a long way in learning what it 

means to live this out. There is still room for improvement. 

Our goal this year is to intentionally become more 

connected to one another. This requires dedication and 

effort from each of us, as well as an element of risk. Yet, the 

benefit to the Body is worth it. The strength of our church is 

not measured primarily in numbers, but in the depth of the 

connections between those who call Northminster home. if 

we are to take our goal seriously, then we must each 

regularly seek out new people with whom to connect in our 

church. 

 

ĉ±ȉ±̃ȡ ʞĊ±ȉ± ȺĊ± ȉĜȡŦ lƶƌ±ȡ ĜƖ˱ ěȺ Ĝȡ ±"ȡʲ Ⱥƶ ôȉ"ʘĜȺ"Ⱥ± Ⱥƶʞ"ȉ| 

people we know. Unless you are a strong extrovert, it can be 

daunting to approach a stranger and initiate a conversation, 

even about something as innocuous as the weather. Yet, this 

is part of what it means to connect with others. Our 

conversations need to go deeper than the weather, of 

lƶɔȉȡ±ˮ bɔȺ ȡȺ"ȉȺĜƖô " lƶƖʘ±ȉȡ"ȺĜƶƖ ʞĜȺĊ ȡƶƌ±ƶƖ± ʲƶɔ |ƶƖ̃Ⱥ 

know can become the start of a meaningful connection. Just 

as the human body functions the best when all the parts are 

solidly connected, so the Body of Christ is at its best when 

all its members are connected to one another. 

 

Connecting with one another in meaningful ways across the 

various demographics of our church is important because a 

disconnected church is a dying church. How blessed we are 

to know that this is not the inevitable fate of the Body. The 

Holy Spirit lives in the Body and in every member of the 

Body. The Spirit is life in the present and eternal life in the 

future. As we rely on the Holy Spirit to help us connect with 

one another, we are knit together ever more closely as a 

community of believers. This draws us closer to Christ, in 

whom we find help, hope, and peace. 

 

Easter is the perfect time to make a new connection with 

someone. Find time to pause in all the hustle and bustle of 

celebration and seek out a new face. Celebrate your new life 

in Christ by creating a new relationship with someone you 

|ƶƖ̃Ⱥ ŦƖƶʞ˱ óƶ| ʞĜŴŴ b± ôŴƶȉĜíĜ±| ĜƖ ĜȺ "Ɩ| ʲƶɔ ʞĜŴŴ b± 

blessed. 



February 2017  
 

Total Income Church $   85,906 

Total Expense Church $   68,040 

Net Income (Loss)  $   17,866 
 

Total Income School  $    61,361 

Total Expense School $    52,380 

Net Income (Loss)  $      8,981 
 

All offering below budget 4% or approx. ($2,652) 

 

YTD 2017 
 

Total Income Church $  153,720 

Total Expense Church $  151,476 

Net Income (Loss)  $      2,244 
 

Total Income School  $  123,181 

Total Expense School $    99,682 

Net Income (Loss)  $    23,499 
 

All offering below budget 15% or approx. ($22,544) 

Financials 

Rummage Sale 2017 
May 31st - June 3rd 

 

The snow is finally gone, the temperatures are rising, and 

the days are getting longer. Time to do some spring 

cleaning and dispose of those items that are just taking up 

ȡǺ"l± ĜƖ ʲƶɔȉ Ċƶƌ±˱ ěí ʲƶɔ̃ȉ± ʞƶƖ|±ȉĜƖô ʞĊ±ȉ± Ⱥƶ Ⱥ"Ŧ± 

those items, we have the solution̚The Northminster 

Annual Rummage Sale. Items will be accepted beginning 

May 28th with the actual sale dates of May 31st, June 1st, 

2nd and 3rd. Many volunteers are needed to help with the 

sale, so prayerfully consider how you can help with this 

event. Any questions, contact Bobbie Prager (309-692-5381 

or bobbiemacf@comcast.net).  

 

The silent auction, held on June 1
st
, is looking particularly for 

items of value or unique antique items. Items that have 

been sold in the past are bicycles, antique furniture, 

handmade quilts, a riding mower, antique dishes, and gift 

cards. Last year saws and tools were very hot items. One 

year a special set of china was available for the auction. A 

man, who was getting married, wanted it to give this to his 

bride. He bid on the china, watched as others bid a little 

higher, and then to his joy, his bid was the winner. The 

excitement on his face was a joy to everyone! LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǳŎǝƻƴΣ  
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ YŀǘƘȅ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ όолф-сфн-нмлт ƻǊ ƪƧǎмлнтϪƭƛǾŜΦŎƻƳύΦ 

2017 NPC Baseball Trip 
Rays @ Cubs 

Wednesday, July 5 th ,1:20 pm  

 

Intentionally become more connected 

with each other and our neighbors  ̙ a 

caring community. Here is a great opportunity to do just 

that. NPC is organizing a baseball trip that will allow 

participants to get to know each other better, meet new 

people and enjoy a great outing at the same time.  

Transportation will be with Peoria Charter Coach. Breakfast 

will be provided on the bus  ̙ juice, coffee, and pastries. 

Lunch and dinner will be on your own. A stop is planned at a 

restaurant in the Fox Valley Mall on the way home. 

We want to inform everyone early enough so that plans 

could be made, budgets determined, and we can purchase 

tickets. The cost for the game tickets and transportation will 

be $120 per person. For this reason, we will be requiring a 

non-refundable deposit of $75.00 for each person. The 

deadline for the remainder of payment will be 10 days prior 

to game day. The deposit will be used to cover our up-front 

costs for the buses, food, drinks, etc.  

Please contact Jerry Quintiliani (jerryq1000@comcast.net or 

309-370-7686) with any questions and/or to sign up to go 

to Chicago. Play Ball!! 

Capital Campaign Update (2/28)  

Commerce Loan Balance   $376,472 

LOLS Current Funds     $157,805 

NET Mortgage Balance   $218,667 
 

Funds Yet to Receive   $363,436 
 

LOLS Funds available for parking lot 

     if all pledges received  $144,769 

mailto:bobbiemacf@comcast.net?subject=Rummage%20Sale
mailto:kjs1027@live.com
mailto:jerryq1000@comcast.net?subject=NPC%20Cubs%20Game


A Friend Like Jesus 
By Jos Smolik 

Director of Youth Ministries  

 

 

ěƖ ȺĊ± ȡǺȉĜƖô ȡ±ƌ±ȡȺ±ȉˮ ȡȺɔ|±ƖȺȡ ĜƖ ƕǹk̃ȡ 

youth ministries are learning about true 

friendship by studying the friendships that Christ built with 

others.  Friendships play an essential role in the lives of 

Ⱥ±±Ɩ"ô±ȉȡ˱  ȹĊ± Ǻȉ±ȡ±Ɩl±ˮ Ċ±"ŴȺĊ "Ɩ| ŴƶƖô±ʘĜȺʲ ƶí " ȡȺɔ|±ƖȺ̃ȡ 

friendships has a dramatic effect on her/his day-to-day well-

being.  But more importantly, friendships are critical to the 

spiritual life.  Jesus calls His followers His friends.  This semester 

ʞ±̃ȉ± ɔȡĜƖô ȺĊ± ±ʬ"ƌǺŴ± ƶí kĊȉĜȡȺ̃ȡ íȉĜ±Ɩ|ȡĊĜǺ "ȡ " ȺƶƶŴ Ⱥƶ Ċ±ŴǺ ɔȡ 

examine our current friendships, build new friendships and reach 

out to connect with others in friendship.  After building the 

Biblical case for the importance of friendship, we are spending 

each week looking at the example of true friendship Christ gave 

ĉĜȡ |ĜȡlĜǺŴ±ȡ ĜƖ ȺĊ± Ŵ"ȡȺ |"ʲȡ ƶí ĉĜȡ ŴĜí±˱  ĉ±ȉ±̃ȡ " ȅɔĜlŦ ƶʘ±ȉʘĜ±ʞ 

of how Jesus lived out friendship during the final days of holy 

week. 

 

The Last Supper 

The evening before He was betrayed, Christ celebrated the 

Passover with His friends.  Observing the Passover meal was an 

obligation for Jewish people, but Jesus said he eagerly desired to 

eat the meal with His friends.  This example of friendship is 

̄ĜƖʘ±ȡȺƌ±ƖȺ̅  ̙ŝ±ȡɔȡ |Ĝ|Ɩ̃Ⱥ ŞɔȡȺ ĜƖʘ±ȡȺ ĉĜȡ ȺĜƌ±ˮ bɔȺ ĉ± ĜƖʘ±ȡȺ±| 

His attention in His friends  ̙ʞ± l"ŴŴ ȺĊĜȡ ̄|ƶĜƖô ŴĜí±̅ Ⱥƶô±ȺĊ±ȉˮ 

"Ɩ| ʞ± l"Ɩ Ŵ±"ȉƖ íȉƶƌ kĊȉĜȡȺ̃ȡ ±ʬ"ƌǺŴ±ˮ Ⱥƶ ĜƖȺ±ƖȺĜƶƖ"ŴŴʲ ĜƖʘ±ȡȺ ĜƖ 

the friendships we have in our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus washes feet 

ìȉĜ±Ɩ|ȡĊĜǺȡ "ȉ± ƌ±ȡȡʲ b±l"ɔȡ± Ǻ±ƶǺŴ± "ȉ± ƌ±ȡȡʲ˱ ŝ±ȡɔȡ ʞ"ȡƖ̃Ⱥ 

afraid to get into the mess of friendship.  He believed that 

SERVING His friends was a demonstration of His friendship.  We 

can demonstrate our friendship in the same way.  But sometimes 

we think our friends are there to serve OUR needs.  Instead, we 

ʞ"ƖȺ Ⱥƶ íƶŴŴƶʞ kĊȉĜȡȺ̃ȡ ±ʬ"ƌǺŴ± "Ɩ| ŴƶƶŦ íƶȉ ʞ"ʲȡ ȺĊ"Ⱥ ʞ± l"Ɩ 

serve our friends and reach out to make new friends through 

service. 

 

The Upper Room discourses  

ŝ±ȡɔȡ |Ĝ|Ɩ̃Ⱥ ʞ"ƖȺ ĉĜȡ íȉĜ±Ɩ|ȡ Ⱥƶ ȡȺ"ʲ ŴĜŦ± ȺĊ±ʲ ʞ±ȉ±˱  ĉ± ʞ"ȡ 

constantly reminding them that there was a better way to live 

life.  He wanted His friends to know what He believed. So on the 

night before His crucifixion He has an extended time of 

conversation with His disciples ̙  these discussions are recorded 

in John 14-16. We need to learn to encourage OUR friends to 

live lives that honor God and point others to Jesus. 

 

The Garden of Gethsemane  

Jesus relied on His friends to be there for Him in His hardest 

moments.  And they let him down.  Badly.  But, Jesus STILL 

pursued friendship with them.  We need to learn how to be a 

CONSISTENT friend, but we also need to learn how to restore a 

broken friendship.  There are NO LASTING FRIENDSHIPS without 

FORGIVENESS. Perhaps most importantly in this story we notice 

ȺĊ± ȺȉɔȺĊ ȺĊ"Ⱥ ŝ±ȡɔȡ ̄l"ŴŴ±|̅ Ǻ±ƶǺŴ± íȉĜ±Ɩ|ȡˮ ʞĊƶ |Ĝ|Ɩ̃Ⱥ "Ŵʞ"ʲȡ 

̄"lȺ̅ ŴĜŦ± íȉĜ±Ɩ|ȡ˱  Ƶɔȉ íȉĜ±Ɩ|ȡĊĜǺ ȡĊƶɔŴ| ±ʬȺ±Ɩ| Ⱥƶ "ŴŴ ʞ± 

encounter, regardless of how they treat us in return. 

 

Crucifixion and Resurrection  

ŝ±ȡɔȡ |ƶ±ȡƖ̃Ⱥ ƌ"Ŧ± ɔȡ ôɔ±ȡȡ˱  ĉ± Ⱥ±ŴŴȡ ɔȡ ʞĊ"Ⱥ ȺĊ± ɔŴȺĜƌ"Ⱥ± 

±ʬǺȉ±ȡȡĜƶƖ ƶí íȉĜ±Ɩ|ȡĊĜǺ Ĝȡ˰  ĜȺ̃ȡ ȡ"lȉĜíĜl±  ̙ laying down our lives 

íƶȉ ƶɔȉ ìȈě°ƕ{Ƞ˱  ĉ± |Ĝ|Ɩ̃Ⱥ ŞɔȡȺ ȡ"ʲ ĜȺˮ ĉ± ŴĜʘ±| ĜȺ ƶɔȺ˱ ȹȉɔ± 

friendship requires sacrifice ̙  ǺɔȺȺĜƖô "ƖƶȺĊ±ȉ̃ȡ Ɩ±±|ȡ "Ɩ| ʞ±ŴŴ-

being above our own.  And we only find the power and strength 

to do that by trusting Jesus  ̙the one who has done that for us 

and called us His friends.  

If you want to grow spiritually and learn more about your 

faith journey, the Great Banquet may be for you.  During 

this 3-day experience we explore God's grace and the 

basics of Christian thinking in a worshipful setting of talks, 

discussion, prayer, singing, fellowship and fun. Men and 

women attend separate banquets. Each banquet lasts from 

Thursday evening through Sunday evening and takes place 

at Northminster.  
 

Ƌ±Ɩ̃ ʝ±±Ŧ±Ɩ|˰ !ǺȉĜŴ ̟̤-30 

ʝƶƌ±Ɩ̃ȡ ʝ±±Ŧ±Ɩ|˰ Ƌ"ʲ ̡-7 
 

Contact: Karen Ring (karenr@northminster.us or 691-6322)  

New Member Class  

Sunday, May 7th, 12:30 ̙  3:30 
 

Interested in discovering more about Northminster  ̙ who 

we are, how we represent the love of Christ, what our 

|±ƖƶƌĜƖ"ȺĜƶƖˮ °kƵˮ Ĝȡ "ŴŴ "bƶɔȺˮ "Ɩ| ƌƶȉ±˵ ʱƶɔ̃ȉ± ĜƖʘĜȺ±| 

to the one-afternoon Starting Point  ̙New Member class on 

May 7
th

. If you are interested in just getting -started with us 

or in becoming a member of Northminster, please consider 

attending. Lunch will be provided. Childcare available upon 

request. To register, sign up on the Northminster website  or 

contact the church office. 

mailto:karenr@northminster.us?subject=Great%20Banquet
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d44a8af2faaf85-starting1


If We Are the Body 
By Steve Gokool 

Director of Music Ministries  

I remember hearing the song If We Are the 

Body by Casting Crowns in my car while 

driving down a stark road on a sunny hot 

day in Albuquerque, New Mexico. My 

thoughts ran in a flurry towards words like communion and 

sharing. Then came the inevitable remembrances of 

sermons that expressed how the body and its parts must 

work together to live and function. The song inherently 

speaks of how we treat others as a direct reflection of where 

our heart is. Here are the lyrics: 
 

If We Are the Body - Songwriter: John Mark Hall 

 

Verse 1: 

It's crowded in worship today  

As she slips in trying to fade into the faces 

The girls teasing laughter is carrying farther than they know 

Farther than they know 

 

Chorus: 

But if we are the body 

Why aren't His arms reaching? 

Why aren't His hands healing? 

Why aren't His words teaching? 

And if we are the body 

Why aren't His feet going? 

Why is His love not showing them there is a way? 

There is a way, there is a way. 

Verse 2: 

A traveler is far away from home 

He sheds his coat and quietly sinks into the back row 

The weight of their judgmental glances  

Tells him that his chances are better out on the road 

 

Bridge: 

Jesus paid much too high a price 

For us to pick and choose who should come 

And we are the body of Christ 

Tag: 

Jesus is the way.Jesus is the way 

We are His hands. We are His feet 

We are His body. Jesus is the way. 

 

ě íƶɔƖ| ƌʲȡ±Ŵí "ȡŦĜƖô ȺĊ±ȡ± ȅɔ±ȡȺĜƶƖȡˮ ̄ʝĊƶ "ƌ ěˮ "Ɩ| ʞĊ"Ⱥ 

Ǻ"ȉȺ ƶí ȺĊ± bƶ|ʲ ƶí kĊȉĜȡȺ "ƌ ě˵̅ ʝĊ±Ɩ ĜȺ lƶƌ±ȡ |ƶʞƖ Ⱥƶ ĜȺˮ 

ĜȺ |ƶ±ȡƖ̃Ⱥ ƌ"ȺȺ±ȉ˱ ʝĊ"Ⱥ ƌ"ȺȺ±ȉȡˮ Ĝȡ ʞĊƶ ě "ƌ ĜƖ óƶ|̃ȡ ±ʲ±ȡˮ 

and what am I doing to make who I am pleasing in his sight. 

Am I allowing God to use me? Not me to be in control of 

who I care for, or love, or serve, but allowing Him full access 

to all I am, so I can fulfill my potential and do His will. We 

are the body and He is the head, but I need His heart to be 

my heart too. It is so easy to have a personal theology 

"bƶɔȺ ƶɔȉ ƶʞƖ ǺɔȉǺƶȡ±˱ !íȺ±ȉ "ŴŴ |Ĝ|Ɩ̃Ⱥ ʞ± "lĊĜ±ʘ± ƶɔȉ ƶʞƖ 

personal successes?  

 

Here I break it down as a worship leader. I may be leading 

ĜƖ ʞƶȉȡĊĜǺˮ bɔȺ Ĝí ě |ƶƖ̃Ⱥ ȡɔbƌĜȺ ƌʲȡ±Ŵí Ⱥƶ ȺĊ± ŝ±ȡɔȡ ȺĊ"Ⱥ 

created the universe, I relegate myself to exalt myself to His 

position in order to be in control the music, the flow, or my 

feelings and my present attitude. But, if I can bless you by 

emptying myself of myself, in order to be filled by the 

kȉ±"Ⱥƶȉˮ |ƶƖ̃Ⱥ ʲƶɔ ȺĊĜƖŦ ȺĊ± Ƌ"ȡȺ±ȉ ƶí ȺĊ± ɓƖĜʘ±ȉȡ± ŦƖƶʞȡ 

how to fill me in order to bless you? Yes, He does. He also 

knows my every nuance, my very DNA, so I am thoroughly 

convinced that He knows more about me than I know of 

myself. 

 

So here it is. I must decrease, so that He can increase. My 

prayer is that Jesus fills me with His Holy Spirit, so when I 

represent the Body of Christ, I shine with love, blessing and 

giving to further His Kingdom. Just as He would do, I do. 

Just as He would love, I love. Just as He would serve, I serve. 

Ƌʲ ĊƶǺ± Ĝȡ ȺĊ"Ⱥ ě̃ƌ ŴĜʘĜƖô "Ɩ| b±ĜƖô " kĊȉĜȡȺ ʝƶȉŴ| ʗĜ±ʞˮ íƶȉ 

the world to see what it means to be a Christian, not just in 

name, but in word and deed, and especially in love. One 

head, one heart, one body. 

 

2nd Annual Trivia Night 
Friday, April 21st, 7:00 pm 

 

 

Teams will consist of 5-8 people. You may choose your own 

team members or show up and join a team. Multi -age 

ôȉƶɔǺȡ "ȉ± ±Ɩlƶɔȉ"ô±|˱ ĉ±ȉ±̃ȡ " lĊ"Ɩl± íƶȉ ʲƶɔ Ⱥƶ 

CONNECT with other people in our church or community. 

We will begin at 7:00 pm with snacks and fellowship. 

Competition will begin by 7:15  ̙ ten rounds with 5 

questions in each round. The Fellowship Team will provide 

the drinks, and each family should bring a snack.  

The top 8 brain foods, according to my Google search, are 

brussel sprouts, walnuts, cocoa, green tea, whole grains, 

eggplant, split peas, and fatty fish. Can you make a snack 

out of any of those? I suggest the cocoa, but you decide for 

yourself. Sign-up sheets will be out between services on 

March 26, April 2, and April 9. You may come even if you 

don't get a chance to sign up, but signing up ahead will 

help us with the planning. See you there. WARM UP 

QUESTION: Name the sidekick of the Disney character, 

Pongo? (in my favorite Disney movie) Questions? Contact 

Sue Carroll (309-692-6669 or text 309-369-2426). 



Eyes Open at the Easter Egg 
Hunt 
By Allison Rattenborg 

{Ĝȉ±lȺƶȉ ƶí kĊĜŴ|ȉ±Ɩ̃ȡ ƋĜƖĜȡȺȉĜ±ȡ 

 

Our community loves a good egg hunt.  

Kids line up, the whistle blows, and they 

scramble out to the field to grab up as 

many candy-filled eggs as they can get their hands on. What 

if we could use the Egg Hunt as more than a candy 

grabbing opportunity?  What if we could see it as our 

mission field?   
 

An egg hunt provides fun! We like fun! It provides us with a 

chance to engage with our neighbors and community. 

ȹĊ"Ⱥ̃ȡ "ʞ±ȡƶƌ±˳ !Ɩ|ˮ ĜȺ ôĜʘ±ȡ ɔȡ ȺĊ± ƶǺǺƶȉȺɔƖĜȺʲ Ⱥƶ ȡĊƶʞ 

the love of Christ to those we meet, some who may be 

ɔƖlĊɔȉlĊ±| ƶȉ |ƶƖ̃Ⱥ ŦƖƶʞ ŝ±ȡɔȡ "Ⱥ "ŴŴ˱   
 

This may seems a bit daunting.  How does a Christian show 

up at an egg hunt with an added mission? Does it mean 

handing out flyers for our church as the carloads of people 

|ȉĜʘ± ĜƖ˵ ƕƶ˱ ȹĊ"Ⱥ |ƶ±ȡƖ̃Ⱥ ȡ±±ƌ ʘ±ȉʲ Ǻ±ȉȡƶƖ"Ŵ˱ ȠĊ"ȉĜƖô ȺĊ± 

love of Christ is personal.  
 

Does it mean getting to the egg hunt early and replacing 

ȺĊ± l"Ɩ|ʲ íĜŴŴ±| ±ôôȡ ʞĜȺĊ ŝ±ȡɔȡ Ⱥ"ȺȺƶƶȡ˵ ƕƶˮ ȺĊ"Ⱥ̃ȡ ŞɔȡȺ 

weird. Does it mean talking to the people standing next to 

you about the real meaning of Easter as they are preparing 

to launch their kids to hunt for eggs? Probably not̚not 

unless the opportunity presents itself.  Timing is everything.   

 

So how can you spread the love of Christ at the local Easter 

Egg Hunt? ĉ±ȉ±̃ȡ " í±ʞ Ĝ|±"ȡ˰ 
 

1. Have fun with your kids. They are part of your mission 

íĜ±Ŵ| Ⱥƶƶ˳ Ȉ±ôôĜ± ŝƶĜƖ±ȉ ȡ"ʲȡˮ ̄ƵƖ± ƶí ȺĊ± ƌƶȡȺ ±íí±lȺĜʘ± 

ways to connect with your kids is to have fun with 

ȺĊ±ƌ˱̅ 

2. Model Generosity: Prepare your kids before you leave.  

Ask them to limit their egg collection. What? I know that 

seems anti-íɔƖ˳  ƕƶȺ "Ⱥ "ŴŴ˲ʞĊ±ȺĊ±ȉ ĜȺ̀ȡ ̞̝ ƶȉ ̟̝ ±ôôȡˮ 

whatever number you decide, they can still have the 

adventure.  Then, encourage them to look for an 

ƶǺǺƶȉȺɔƖĜȺʲ Ⱥƶ Ċ±ŴǺ ȡƶƌ±ƶƖ± ±Ŵȡ±˱  Ƌ"ʲb± ȺĊ±ȉ±̃ȡ " 

little boy that gets knocked down and needs a friend to 

Ċ±ŴǺ ĊĜƌ ɔǺ˱  Ƌ"ʲb± ȺĊ±ȉ±̃ȡ " ŴĜȺȺŴ± ôĜȉŴ ʞĊƶ Ĝȡ lȉʲĜƖô 

b±l"ɔȡ± ȡĊ± l"Ɩ̃Ⱥ ôȉ"b "Ɩ ±ôô ȅɔĜlŦ ±ƖƶɔôĊ˱  ěȺ̃ȡ "bƶɔȺ 

keeping our eyes open to serve someone else. 

3. Introduce yourself to 2 people standing close to you. 

What do you say? You can ask about their kids or ask 

them what Easter traditions they have? If they ask you, 

be ready with a couple ideas. Hint: Easter service might 

be one of them. If they want more information, they can 

ask you. 

4. Create your own egg hunt. Go to the store with your 

kids. Have them pick out goodies to fill the eggs. Fill the 

eggs together. Invite your neighbors over to hunt for 

eggs. It can be a short window, like 20 minutes, or you 

can make it a longer adventure. Kids hunt and play and 

adults talk. It's an easy win-win!  

 

Or, if you are looking for more adventure, fill some eggs and 

drop them off as a surprise in the lawns of kids who may not 

have egg hunts.  This was so much fun last year! 
 

Whatever adventure you choose this Easter, I challenge you 

to keep your eyes open to a new perspective.  Not just 

participating for you and your family but thinking of it as an 

opportunity to represent Jesus in the world around you.  

Friday, April 21 st, Noon  

In Trinity Room 
 

Those 50-years-old and up are 

ĜƖʘĜȺ±| Ⱥƶ " ŴɔƖlĊ ƶí !ʘ"ƖȺĜ̃ȡ 

spaghetti, salad and breadsticks ($7) 

followed by a presentation from 

Vagabond Tours. RSVP by April 17
th

 

to Linda Bush  (309-251-6692 or 

mombush4@yahoo.com).  

Caregiving Seminar 
 

Sunday, April 23
rd

, 1:00-2:30 pm 

In the Trinity Room 
 

Are you a Caregiver to a family 

member with a chronic physical or 

cognitive condition? Are you looking 

for support in being a Caregiver? 

Jackie Bowers, Director of OSF IPMR 

Senior World, will speak about 

Caregiving, Caregiver Stress and 

Community Resources. She will 

share insight, practical advice and 

encouragement, as well as answer 

questions. Please invite others to 

take advantage of this educational 

opportunity. Hosted by the Deacons 

and Faith Community Nursing Team. 

VBS Work Day  

Wednesday, April 12
th

 ~ 6:30-8:30 pm 
 

Did you love to color as a kid, paint-

by-number, or craft? We would love 

your help! Absolutely no experience 

necessary...just a willingness to have 

fun and be creative all with the goal 

of creating a fantastic environment 

for the kids at VBS! Come join us! 
 

 

Contact:  

Allison Rattenborg (309-691-6322 or 

allisonr@northminster.us) 

mailto:mombush4@yahoo.com?subject=50+%20Lunch%20Bunch
mailto:allisonr@northminster.us?subject=VBS


April 1 .................................................... Debbie Kelone 

 Kathie Rollins 

 

April 2 ..............................................................Ben Fields 

 Zack Plank 

 

April 3 .................................................. Michele Stewart 

 

April 4 ............................................................ Steve Rees 

 

April 5 ............................................................... Ed Duran 

 Shirley Tupper 

 

April 6 .......................................................... Pat Schmidt 

 Ron Sullivan 

 Ron Thomas 

 

April 7 ....................................................... Hannah Crew 

 Arianna Johnson 

 

April 8 ............................................ Nathan Herkelman 

 

April 10.......................................................... Chris Perry 

 

April 11.............................................. Andy Fograscher 

 

April 12........................................ Debbie Kammueller 

 

April 13.................................................. Chris Holdham 

 Maya McRaven 

 Charlie Stewart 

 

April 14.......................................................... Diana Fritz 

 Miranda Kruiswyk 

 Evan McCrea 

 

April 15....................................................... Chuck Sahm 

 

April 17.................................................Brian Meginnes 

April 18 ........................................................ Judy Bjerke 

 Don Cory 

 John Kruiswyk 

 

April 19 .......................................................... Amy Frans 

 

April 21 ....................................................... Sandy Reed 

 Linda Tudor 

 

April 23 ................................................... Leslie Harland 

 

April 24 ..................................................... Abbey Fields 

 Olivia Graber 

 Shirley Rowell 

 Lisa Skaggs 

 Lori Skaggs 

 

April 25 ..................................................... Ann Wittmer  

 

April 26 ...................................................... Donna Cady 

 Claire Umpleby 

 

April 27 ........................................................ Millie Frank 

 Bob Masek 

 

April 29 ................................................... Nancy Raguet 

 Carmen Werckle 

 

April 30 .......................................................... Max Finley 

 Christine Kleine 

ų±Ⱥ ɔȡ ŦƖƶʞ Ĝí ʞ± ƌĜȡȡ±| ȡƶƌ±ƶƖ±̃ȡ bĜȉȺĊ|"ʲ˳ ʝ± ʞƶɔŴ| Ŵƶʘ± Ⱥƶ l"ǺȺɔȉ± ±ʘ±ȉʲƶƖ±̃ȡ ȡǺ±lĜ"Ŵ |"ʲ˳ 


